
 

which included a Tri-Fold 

Presentation Board high-

lighting this year's activities 

and a Digital Scrap-

book.  Marion was also 

presented with an Out-

standing Service Learning 

Project Award, which was 

only one of two given re-

gionally.  This award was 

presented for a coin drive 

called "Coins for Kids" in 

partnership with The Bank 

of Marion.  The fundraiser 

brought in over $3,000 to 

benefit St. Jude Research 

Hospital.    

 The Marion program was 

one of twelve programs 

participating in the regional 

event.  Anna-Jonesboro, 

Benton, Eldorado, Gore-

ville, Herrin, Massac 

County, Murphysboro, 

Nashville, Sesser-Valier, 

and Thompsonville, and 

Vienna also attended.    

 

Sometimes it just feels good to 
celebrate your accomplish-
ments!  

On April 21, Marion JILG 
students attended the annual 
Career Development Confer-
ence.  It was quite a busy day.  
Students listened to the region
-wide finalists in the Public 
Speaking Contest.  Later on, 
Mr. Ted Wiese talked to stu-
dents about overcoming obsta-
cles and being motivated to 
accomplish great things after 
high school graduation.  Wiese 
is a nationally-recognized mo-
tivational speaker, who spe-
cializes in youth leadership.  
His segments were definitely 
fun, entertaining, but also a 
great opportunity to learn 
some great things! 

After a great catered lunch 
with the crew at Rend Lake 

Resort, Casey Killian and Josh 
Newsom participated in a 
Fashion Show - with a twist!  
Both modeled professional 
attire that could cost no more 
than $30.00.  This definitely 
showed students that one does 
not necessarily have to spend a 
lot of money to look great in a 
professional setting.  Josh and 
Casey scoured Marion stores 
and found great deals - both 
students stayed well under the 
$30.00 budget.  Josh found a 
shirt/tie combination on sale 
at Searõs and some nice olive 
trousers at Salvation Army.  
Casey found a shirt and skirt 
from Stellaõs, and black stilet-
tos from Payless for $8.00.  
They did a great job!   

 An awards presentation 

concluded the day.  The 

Marion JILG program won 

second place regionally for 

their Marketplace entry, 

CELEBRATE  ACCOMPLISHMENTS , BRING  HOME  AWARDS  

òMANNERS  IS MORE  THAN  USING  THE  RIGHT  KNIFEó 

Mary Jo McCurdy and An-
gela Holmes, both repre-
senting the Marion Cham-
ber of Commerce, recently 
came in to the JILG classes.  
They did a great job of pro-
viding insight and expecta-
tions for what the students 
would see while attending 
the Marion Chamber May 

Luncheon.  òManners is so 
much more than using the 
right knife at the right 
time,ó said Angela Holmes.  
McCurdy and Holmes in-
troduced JILG students to 
the Chamber and how it 
functions, went through the 
May 12 itinerary, and 
helped students learn how 

to network effectively.  òThis 
experience will undoubtedly 
help give students the tools to 
succeed after high school 
graduation,ó McCurdy said.     
Both us these women have 
worked so hard putting this 
luncheon together - our hat 
definitely comes off to them! 
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JOBS FOR  I LLINOIS  GRADUATES  

O N  THE  SCHEDULE : 

Ongoing 

Red Cross Service 
Learning Project 

May 12 

Chamber of Commerce 
Etiquette Luncheon  

May 21-22 

Senior Exams 

May 27 

MHS Baccalaureate 

May 28 

MHS Graduation 

STUDENTS  RETURN  FROM  CDC  



A few pictures from the CDC  

We are always looking for 
opportunities to òplug inó 
to the community, plan 
guest speakers, or learn 
more about your business!  
If you would like to contact 
Mr. Patton about any of 
these things, please call: 
993.8196 x250 or 
997.1946.  Email him at 
tpatton@jilginc.com  

JILG STUDENTS  WRAP  UP  YEAR  WITH  SERVICE 
In order to exceed JILGõs  community service goals for the 2008-2009 school year, 
Marion students are planning one last service learning project.  In partnership with 
the Little Egypt Chapter of the American Red Cross, students will be òneighborhood 
mapping.ó  The local Red Cross chapter is in the process of updating records for 
emergency and disaster preparedness.  We will be mapping our neighborhoods and 
surrounding areas and making notes for each house.  This will help Red Cross be 
better organized in the event of an emergency.  Students will be completing these 
òstreet sheetsó in the next few weeks on their own time.  The Marion JILG students 
would like to thank Sandy Webster, the director at the Little Egypt chapter of the 
Red Cross located in Murphysboro for her help in initiating this project.   

CALLING  A LL  EMPLOYERS ! 
 
Graduation is only a few short weeks away!  As students walk through Wilson Gymnasium 
one last time as students, there are so many things to think about, plan for, and prepare.  
One of the things is summer employment.  A few students already have something òlined 
up,ó but several are still looking for a place to work for the summer.   

The Marion JILG students have spent all year learning different skill sets that will prepare 
them for a successful future.  Furthermore, they have been involved in several service 
learning projects and learned firsthand about success in the workplace through guest speak-
ers and field trips.   

As weõve been working on skills for the workplace, I have been talking to students a lot 
about the economy, and students know that jobs will be harder and harder to find in the 
coming months. If you are an employer and have a need for recent graduates for a summer 
job, feel free to contact me.  I would be happy to help you match a student to your needs.  

Thanks, Tyler Patton  

 

Above: Josh Newsom and Casey Killian 
pose in their Fashion Show Outfits. 

Above: Brandon Brown and Mr. Patton 
(far right) with the 2nd place Market-
place Award.  

Right: A few JILG officers pose with Mr. 
Patton after being recognized for out-
standing Service Learning Project. 
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