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Benton High School Jilg stu-

dents credit hard work for suc-

cess at Career Development 

Conference 2008. 
 
By: Hannah Bradshaw 

  

 ñIf you leave CDC without having a good 

time, there must be something wrong with you.ò 

These were Mr. Grovesô exact words over two 

months ago when we first 

started planning for this yearôs 

event. Not only did we have a 

good time, but many of the stu-

dents said that it was one of the 

best times they had during their 

high school careers. Bethany 

Tomms said ñI am so glad that I 

was able to attend this confer-

ence. I really feal motivated and 

recharged.ò 

 The events that took place included several 

speeches by students participating in the public 

speaking contests. Seth Brandon, from Benton, 

was the winner in the end and we were all 

very proud of him. There were also contests 

for Portfolios, Tri-Fold Board, Interview Out-

fit, College Admission, Employment, Decision 

Making, and posters for JAWS Week and Jilg 

Recruitment. 

 Benton High School won several other-

awards, including a first place in the decision 

making contest. Our entry was Travis Craw-

ford. ñIt has been so long since we completed 

that project. I almost forgot that I was taking part 

in the contest. It was a real nice surprise to win.ò 

The ñMarketplace Roomò gave each JILG 

school an opportunity to be creative with 

their own digital scrapbooks and show 

their school pride.  

ñ I am so glad that I was 

able to attend this confer-

ence. I really feel motivated 

and recharged.ò  

-Bethany Tomms 

Benton High School students playing ñTed 

Saysò at the 2009 Career Development 

Conference. 
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Another first place winner was Jenni Fofar for her work 

on our JILG Recruitment poster. Katlynn McKee was a 

finalist in the Employment Contest and finished second. 

This was the highest finish that a Benton High School 

student has had, and Mr. Groves was beside himself. ñI 

know how hard Ms. McKee worked on this project. It 

meant a lot to her, and I am so glad that she was able to 

finish like she did. She is a very deserving young lady.  

 Although the Interview Outfit Style Show was 

not judged, the tandem of Jade Neal and Evan Luce 

looked fabulous and represented Benton High School 

very well. ñIt was a lot of fun preparing for this event. I 

love shopping, and helping Evan with his outfit was a 

blast. ïJade Neal 

 Our guest speaker for the day was Ted Wiese. 

Ted presented a truly inspirational message and we en-

joyed his humorous stories. Some of my classmates 

stopped to take a picture with Ted and even purchased 

his buttons that say ñIôm # 2.ò Most people will say, af-

ter reading this, ñWell who is #1?ò The response is an 

energetic ñYou Are!ò This simple act can really make 

someone feel special.  

 The Benton High School Jilg Students would like 

to thank all of those who were in charge of organizing 

this event, and our Career Specialist, Mr. Groves, for 

preparing us and helping us to do well in the contests 

that we were in. The Career Development Conference 

of 2009 was something that we will never forget, and I 

for one glad that I was a part of it. 

Benton High School Jilg Students await-

ing the start of the opening session at this 

yearôs Career Development Conference 

at Rend Lake Resort. 

ñ It was a lot of fun preparing for this event. I 

love shopping, and helping Evan with his out-

fit was a blast.ò 

 -Jade Neal 

Benton High School JILG Students Beth-

any Tomms, Natasha Sullivan, Jessica 

Baker, Jessica Frey and Brittany Carter 

with our guest speaker for the day, Ted 

Wiese. 
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