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PORTA JILG Seniors Attend
Career Development Conference

On April 29th, PORTA
JILG seniors traveled to
Effingham to participate in
the annual regional Career
Development Conference
(CDC). Students prepared all
year for the CDC by
participating in various
contests due throughout the
year. School contests
included CDC Theme, CDC
Program Cover, Recruitment
Poster, JAWS Poster, and
Tri-Fold Board Display.
PORTA earned 2nd for
Recruitment Poster and a 1st
for their JAWS Poster. This
out of 21 Regional Schools in
Central and Southern Illinois.

Individual Contests
and PORTAOGS
included: Decision Making-
Stephanie Somers, Portfolio-
Cassie Owens, Employment
Interview-Jordan Poeschel,
Public Speaking-Aadam Cox,
and College Application
Packet-Kelsey Bradford.

Jordan Poeschel,
shown left, won 4th place out
of the regiont¢
participants. Jordan was one
of six finalists who underwent
a panel interview the day of
CDC.
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PORTA JILG attendees are pictured above. Front: Trey
Nelson, Chelsey Meyer, Ashley Coffey, Kurstie DeFord, Scott
Tisdale, Patrick Scheina, Peter Schoenherr and Mrs. Willhite.
Back: Brad Warner, Stephen Barbee, Zayin Kienzler,
Aadam Cox, Davey Frick, Matt Jordan, and Jordan Poeschel.
Very back: Richard Mohn.

Above: Aadam Cox, 3rd from left in front-accepts
award for PORTA for the 1st Place JAWS Poster.

Below: Trey Nelson, orange shirt, accepts award for
PORTA for the 2nd Place Recruitment Poster.
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By Aadam Cox students went to the CDC (Career Development Conference)
down in Effingham, Illinois. There, schools got judged on
work and activities they did during the school year. Awards
were given to the best schools fitted for the awards. A great
lunch was also provided for everyone.

Out of all of these activites, we got the chance to hear
one of Americads best iesespi
talked to us about many things that are happening in our
society. He told us stories about life changing experiences
heds encountered in his car
kind of speaker that interacts with the crowd and more times
than not, gets the crowd involved in his teachings about life.

I f you ever get the chance

you will not be I eaving wit
ATed Sayso is a parody of A
the same, but the names are obviously different. Everyone is
involved with this game and by the time the game comes to

an end, everyone has a smil
play this game to get every

I believe Ted is the best student-related inspirational
speaker in the U.S. because he relates to students very well.
He gives us many perspectives on life and what we should
expect forward to in |ife.
| eaves you with fia smile so
inyou mout h. o

Left, Chelsey Meyer and Zayin Kienzler participate in the
interview style show portion of CDC. Students were to find outfits
for under $30 that would be appropriate for an interview.

When asked how she f elladlha€h
someone there with me for supp

Joe Fatheree, recently named the National
Teacher of the Year, presented a motivational
speech at CDC, as well. Mr. Fatheree is a
Multimedia teacher in Effingham, and also runs
his own production company. Mr . Fat he
company has won over 15 Emmy Awards and
has worked all over the world.
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CIEDC Food Pantry

The above photo shows Mrs. Willhite, Merissa
Richards, Kelsey Tibbs, Katie Langloss,
Corranda Meachem, Nick Kelton, and Trey
Nelson. Students not pictured but who also
worked were Jordan Poeschel and Eryca
Campbell. JILG students volunteered from as
many as 4.5 7 hours each.

PORTA JILG students who
helped at the CIEDC food pantry
for the month of April were Kurstie
DeFord, Richard Mohn, and
Rachelle Sinclair. Students help
unload the delivery truck and help
pack items into the pantry for
storage, or into bags for needy
families. The left photo shows
Kurstie and Richie inside the food
pantry, and the second shows
Kurstie and Rachelle outside.

On Saturday, April 18th,
PORTA JILG students
volunteered their time to help in
the second year of the Abraham
Lincoln Triathlon. The triathlons
take place in Petersburg both in
April and August of each year.
Volunteers help with set up or
tear down, food prep, service and/
or clean up, as well as working at
water stations, or pointing
directions to the racers.

The volunteers seem to
enjoy helping, and the racers
definitely shared their
appreciation of the volunteers.

Photo below shows Merissa Richards and Kelsey
Tibbs as they help to serve athletes and
spectators lunch after races concluded.




On April 7, Karen Pri

JILG students. This included several examples of verbal and nonverbal communication, appropriate
and inappropriate handshakes, and proper behavior at job interviews. Ms. Price kept students
involved by role playing different scenarios with them. The above photos, the top left photo shows Ms.
Price with Davey Frick role playing a bad interview with Ms. Price as the bad applicant. The next
three show Ms. Price demonstrating good and bad handshakes: the middle photo shows Nick Kelton,
the bottom shows Peter Schoenherr, and the very center photo shows Merissa Richards. All the

students seemed to enjoy the presentation.

ILLINOIS

ﬁzﬁ/»
© | &%
L
M e )0}
<
X)

ASSOCIATION

ce from Hickey Coll e

WORKNET20-Diane Green

Above photos show Ms. Green during her presentations and JILG
Vice-President, Stephen Barbee giving Ms. Green a token of
appreciation

Diane Green, from
WORKNET?20-Menard and Sangamon
Counties discussed job interviews with
PORTA JILG students. She also
presented them with information for the
summer youth work program, its
eligibility requirements, and the process
to apply.

Several students took
applications, and some already have
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FOLLOW-UP for Class of 2008

For theClass of 2008, the specialists must contact the participants at least once per
If the participant has a job, then the employer is also contacted. The same goes for ¢
If participants are taking classes, théexge is contacted to verify enroliment.

The specialist offers support for the employers by assisting with any problems or sit
that might arise with the participant employee.

PORTA statistics for th€lass of 2009 are as follows for the montf April:

Category Statistic % Target

Graduates: 24 of 25 96.00% 90%
Job Placement: 16 of 24 66.67% 60%
Full Time Jobs: 20f 16 12.50% 60%
Full Time Placement: 6 of 16 37.50% 80%
Positive Outcomes: 19 of 24 79.17% 80%
Further Education Rate: 8 of 24 33.33% N/A

The Career Specialist is working hard to help graduates obtain employment. 1 gra
presently Fulltime employed with no school/training; 1 is Fulltime with schoaoiifaggi 10
are parttime with no school; 4 are paite with college; 1 is enrolled fulltime at ayéar
college with no employment; and 2 are enrolled iny@&r college with no employment. 1
has completed other vocational training and is applying fa. jJdbis unavailable.

There were no unable to contact for April.

For more information on the Jobs for lllinois Graduates program, please visil the

website at  Www.jilginc.org.
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