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Career Development Conference 

     On Wednesday April 29th, the Senior 

Jobs for Illinois Graduates (JILG) students at 

Alton High School got up early, dressed up, 

and attended the Career Development Con-

ference in Effingham, Illinois.  The Confer-

ence, CDC for short, was attended by 20 

other JILG programs in Central Illinois and 

the  Metro East.   

     Over the past few months, JILG students 

had been preparing for the conference in 

class, and they offered submissions in various 

career-building categories that were to be 

judged prior to the event. 

     At the conference itself, JILG students first 

set up a marketplace table that showed off 

the JILG program at their school, and re-

flected the four goals of the Illinois Career 

Association: career preparation, social devel-

opment, good citizenship, and leadership de-

velopment. 

     Students then listened to the five finalists 

in the public speaking competition, who were 

judged at the conference itself. 

     Then, the highlight of the conference, 

speaker Ted Wiese took the stage.  Ted is a 

dynamic individual who is gifted in communi-

cating to students the importance of being a 

leader, not just a follower, and in making 

things better than they were when discov-

ered. 

     Ted stressed the importance of the posi-

tive changes individuals can make.  He kept 

the audience spellbound for an hour and a 

half while he delivered his leadership message.  

Ted is the type of speaker that audiences 
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donõt soon forget, and JILG students 

were raving about him the next day.   

     After Ted, Joe Fatheree took the 

stage.  Joe was recently selected as the 

national teacher of the year by the 

National Education Association.  He 

talked briefly about the importance of 

education in todayõs changing society 

and challenged students to reach their 

full potential.   

(Continued from page 1) 

     Students were then served 

lunch, which was followed by a style 

show consisting of a pair of stu-

dents from each school who were 

challenged to find an interview-

appropriate outfit for under $20.   

     Awards were then given out to 

the winners and runners-up in the 

several categories of competition.  

Following, are the JILG students of 

AHS who competed in each cate-

gory: 

Decision Making Con-

testñJasmine Deal 

College Admission Con-

testñIndia Ballinger 

Public Speaking Contestñ

Chris Mosley 

Program Cover Contestñ

Corey Geisen and Megan 

Mosby 

Employment Contestñ

Brenda Lacey 

Recruitment and JAWS Week 

Poster ContestsñChelsie McBride 

Portfolio ContestñKeon Hearn 

Interview OutfitñNicco Bryant 

and Megan Mosby 

Marketplace TableñChelsie 

McBride 

Thanks to all the JILG managers who 

worked to put CDC on, and above all, 

thanks to the JILG students of AHS for 

their dedication to their professional 

development. 

     On Wednesday April 15, JILG took 

a trip to Lewis and Clark Community 

College in Godfrey, IL to attend 

LCCCõs annual open house òSpring- 

fest.ó  Its purpose is to acquaint high 

school students with the college and to  

give them an opportunity to gain infor-

mation about the program(s) they are 

interested in.   

     Students were given tours of the 

campus and then met with representa-

tives of various departments, then 

were served lunch along with music 

and games.   

     The event proved to be both infor-

mative and fun for JILG students.  They 

not only got to see the workings of 

their local Community College, but 

they also had the opportunity to see 

some recent JILG AHS graduates who 

currently attend the school. 

                                        

     The month of field trips started out 

with a journey to the St. Louis City 

Museum on April 8th.  For those not 

familiar with the City Museum, it is 

truly unlike any other museum seen 

anywhere.  Itõs a twisted labyrinth of 

tunnels, caves, forests, and climbing 

structures built entirely from recycled 

materials salvaged from demolished 

buildings in the St. Louis area.  The 

outside portion, MonstroCity, is de-

scribed in museum literature as òthe 

most monumental, monolithic, mon-

strous montage of monkey bars in the 

world.ó  MonstroCity is a huge amal-

gam of slides, climbs, seats, two air-
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City Museum 
craft, a fire truck, and a castle turret ð 

all welded together in a structure that 

extends five stories high. 

          JILG specialists chose a trip to 

the City Museum because the site pre-

sents a rare opportunity for students 

to experience a bona-fide learning 

laboratory for applying and expanding 

practical knowledge.  It also adds to 

the social development of studentsñ

one of the four goals of the Illinois Ca-

reer Association. 


