
On March 12, NCHS JILG students 

and alumni traveled with  Mrs. 

Goostree to Springfield to speak with 

Representative Mike Bost and Senator 

David Luechtefeld about the need for 

funding for the program.  Each student 

was given the opportunity to express 

their concerns about  the lack of    

funding for the Jobs for Illinois   

Graduates program for the 2009-2010 

school year.  They also discussed what 

they felt were the benefits of the   

program not only to JILG students at  

Nashville High School and those across 

the state, but also to the stateõs     

economic future.  Seniors Courtney 

and Noelle were able to discuss their 

perspectives as students enrolled in 

the program now.  Jesse, Kayla, Lacey, 

Alyssa, and Michael were able to offer 

a different perspective as they have 

experienced the follow-up process 

involved with JILG and have had the 

opportunity to put their skills to the 

test in the post-secondary and 

career world.   

The decision to place JILG back 

into the budget is now in the 

hands of legislators.   

Carly OõKeefe, KFVS 12       

Reporter, visited the NCHS JILG 

classroom on Thursday, March 

19, to learn more about how 

Jobs for Illinois Graduates is   

asking legislators to restore   

funding for the program in the 

Governorõs budget.  After a brief 

interview with Mrs. Goostree, 

Ms. OõKeefe asked students what  

things they feel have been the 

most beneficial aspects of the 

program, and what impact the 

loss of  funding for the program 

may have on students wishing to  

participate in JILG in the future.  

If you would like to view the 

news story, visit 

www.kfvs12.com and search the 

news video section using the 

following key words: budget cuts 

hit the classroom. 

JILG Students Lobby Legislators for Funding I N  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Students Lobby 

Legislators  

1 

KFVS 12 1 

The Last Lecture  2 

Guest  Speakers  2 

Alumni          

Spotlights  

3 

Alumni  News  3 

Calendar of 

Events 

4 

KFVS 12 Interviews NCHS JILG Students 

Nashville High School 

Jobs for Illinois Graduates 
A P R I L  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  9  

Pictured above: Caitlin Dickinson (left)

and Morgan Reid (right) talk on camera 

about the benefits of the JILG program.  

Cara Polczynski and Brandon Weihe 

were also featured in the news report. 
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òCharacter cannot 

be developed in 

ease and quiet. 

Only through   

experience of trial 

and suffering can 

the soul be 

strengthened,   

ambition inspired, 

and success 

achieved.ó  

 

~Helen Keller 

      (1880ñ1968)

  

Front (l-r): Kayla Jordan (ô08), Lacey Muenter (ô07), Alyssa Van Natta 

(ô07). Back: Jesse Muenter (ô07), Courtney Rhine (ô09), Noelle         

Zimmerman (ô09), Michael Small (ô08), and Senator David Luechtefeld 

òEverything that I have accomplished, 

including the skills that allow me to talk 
to you today, I can proudly tell you are 
completely due to the skills I have   

attained through the JILG program.ó 

~Michael Small, Class of 2008 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30186.html


P A G E  2  

òThe brick walls are 

there for a reason.  

Theyõre not there to 

keep us out.  The 

brick walls are there 

to  give us a chance 

to show how badly 

we want something.ó 

~Randy Pausch 

(1960ñ2008) 

JILG Students Learn about Savings, Perspective, and Ethical Decision Making 

Sizing Up Brick Walls and 

òReally Achieving Your Childhood Dreamsó 
As part of an ongoing study of 

character development,     

students have been reading The 

Last Lecture, by Randy Pausch.  

Based on his speech delivered 

at Carnegie Mellon University 

on September 17, 2007, the 

book provides a more in-depth 

look not only at Randyõs life, 

but also his perspective about 

how we can be better people 

through communication,  

teamwork, leadership, and 

tolerance.  He also reminds us 

that failure is okay, and often 

very necessary, in order to 

achieve our goals. 

One of the recurring themes in 

Randyõs book is the idea of 

obstacles being nothing more 

than a brick wall (see        

quotation to the left).  With 

determination, and sometimes 

the help of others, anyone can 

overcome their brick wall if 

they want.  During their   

reading of the book, students 

were asked to reflect and 

write about their own brick 

walls.   

When students completed the 

book they watched Randyõs 

lecture òReally Achieving Your 

Childhood Dreams,ó which 

was the basis for his book.  

Students also had the        

opportunity to claim a brick in 

a wall created by Carrie 

Markowski and Davanna Behr, 

and write their most          

challenging obstacle on that 

brick. 

Finally, the students from 

Kaskaskia Collegeõs Core  

Values 101 group visited to 

discuss ethical decision making, 

more specifically, the right vs. 

right conundrums we face on a 

frequent basis.  While all of 

the presentations were    

important and valuable,    

students were more engaged 

with the KC students as they 

were asked, in groups, to 

think about the types of    

decisions they would make in 

certain situations.  

Students were fortunate to 

have a variety of speakers in 

the classroom during the 

month of March.  John      

Sanders, who visited our class 

in November to discuss credit 

cards, returned with an     

informative and eye opening 

look at the benefits of saving 

from an early age.  Then, Emily 

Westerhide from Hickey   

College, who visited our class 

in December to discuss time 

management, returned to the 

classroom to encourage     

students to start thinking   

outside of the box when   

solving problems by using  

different perspectives when 

looking for solutions. 

N A S H V I L L E  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Julie (above) and Casey (below) 

assist our guest speakers with 

technology 

Core Values 101       

students, led by Amy 

Troutt (left) challenge 

students to consider 

moral and ethical      

decision making.  JILG 

Alumni Kellie Urban and 

Chelsea Baker are part 

of this group! 

Creating our own brick wall 

was the last step in our 

project. 

Randy 

Pausch 
September 
17, 2007 

Carnegie-
Mellon 

Lecture Hall 


