
of all his ongoing support 
of the Jobs for Illinois 
Graduates Program.   

Illinois State Representa-
tive, Tom Holbrook, visited 
the Jobs for Illinois Gradu-
ates classroom Tuesday, 
February 24, 2009.  He 
spoke to the students about 

his job as a representative 
and how he became in-
volved in public service.   
He also explained how our 
state government works.   

Representative Holbrook 
then answered questions 
from the students. They 
really enjoyed learning so 
much about what goes on 
in Illinois.  He distributed 
Illinois maps,  pins, and 
state government books to 
the students. The Admini-
stration, Career Specialist, 
and students appreciated so 
much the time he took 
from his busy schedule to 
talk to the class, and most 

Rep. Tom Holbrook Visits Belleville East JILG 

Flora JILG Career Specialist Meets With 
Representative David Reis  

Flora Jobs for Illinois 
Graduates instructor Bob 
McNeely and Flora Unit 
#35 Assistant Superinten-
dent Bob Pierson recently 
met with 108th District 
State Representative David 
Reis.  Mr. McNeely and 
Mr. Pierson wanted to 
meet with Representative 
Reis to thank him for his 
continued support of the 
Flora JILG program and to 
see what his thoughts were 
on the future funding of 
the JILG program.  Mr. 
Reis  stated that he has 
been and will continue to 
be a supporter for the Jobs 
for Illinois Graduates pro-
gram.  He continued to say 

that there most certainly is 
a need for a program such 
as JILG to prepare our 
students for life after high 

school.   

Representative Reis dis-
cussed the many difficulties 

that the state is now facing 
in regards to the state 
budget.  He is very con-
cerned about the stateôs 
educational funding for not 
only his district but for the 
entire state of Illinois.   

The Flora Jobs for Illinois 
Graduates program would 
like to thank Rep. Reis for 
not only his support of 
JILG but for his continued 
support of the 108th Dis-
trictôs teachers and students 
as well.   

     Thank you Mr. Reis for 
all that you do for the 
108th district.!  
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By: Myiesha Vance 

On Monday, February 9th, 
Crane Principal Richard 
Smith, JILG Specialist Mr. 
Johnson, and I visited State 
Senator Rickey Hendonôs 
office on West Madison.  
We had an appointment to 
talk about Crane and the 
JILG program. We arrived 
early and met lots of inter-

Sen. Ricky Hendon Meets With Crane JILG 
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esting people at the Sena-
torôs office. Principal Smith 
seemed to know everyone.  
The office was bustling. 
There was a photo shoot 
going on, and lots of people 
waiting to meet the Senator. 
We finally sat down with 
him. We talked about the 
JILG program, and exciting 
things happening at Crane. 
Then the Senator and Prin-

cipal Smith met privately. It 
was an interesting glimpse of 
Illinois politics. 

Belleville West Welcomes Senator James Clayborne 

On Friday, February 6th, 
Senator James Clayborne 
came to Belleville West to 
speak to the JILG classes.  
Senator Clayborne was an 
inspiration to the students.  
He is a living example of 
how hard work and perse-
verance can lead to success 
in life.  He told the students 
about how he worked hard 
in high school to get good 
grades because he knew his 
parents could not afford to 
pay for college. He knew he 
had to not only be good, 
but he had to be excellent.   
Because of his hard work he 
earned scholarships and was 

able to earn his bachelors 
degree, and then eventually 
his law degree.  He told 
them about the wonderful 
things he has been able to 
do in life because of his 
hard work.  One of those 
things was attending the 
inauguration of Barack 
Obama.   The students also 
thought it was very cool that 
he has attended ten of the 
last Super Bowl games.  
Senator Clayborne is indeed 
a role model for students.  
They can see first hand how 
hard work pays off in life. 

Representative Jim Watson 
spoke to the students early 
this month.  Mr. Watson 
had returned from a tour of 
Iraq in October, and he 
brought several slides to 
show the JILG, Govern-
ment and Law students how 
life was like in Iraq.  It was 
Mr. Watsonôs desire to edu-
cate the students to under-
stand that not all people in 
all countries have the same 
freedoms as they do living 
here in the United States of 

America. 

Rep. Watson also spoke to 
the students about govern-
ment fiscal responsibility, 
the duties of the members 
of the General Assembly, 
and the process required to 
impeach a governor.  Mr. 
Watson made the visit an 
open discussion of any top-
ics the students wanted to 
discuss.  Besides the topics 
of fiscal responsibility, ac-
countability of government 

officials and Iraq, Mr. Wat-
son answered questions 
about laws dealing with 
underage drinking, votersô 
rights and other laws that 
impact the youth. 

Rep. Watson Visits Jersey JILG  



During the winter months, 
the Freeport Multi Year JILG 
program learned how to knit 
while creating blankets for 
children with Cancer.  The 
idea was for all the JILG 
students to multi task during 
JILG class. Not only was this 
an excellent hand eye coordi-
nation activity, but it also 
increased heritage awareness 
by learning about the histo-
ries of quilts. Creating the 
blankets also allowed each 
student to feel as though 
they were making something 

to comfort someone in need. 

All the blankets being made 
will go to the Childrenôs 
Cancer Hospital in Milwau-
kee or to cancer victims re-
ferred from FHN. If you 
have an extra skein of yarn 
and would like to donate to 
our cause we would appreci-
ate the assistance.  

 

would take place during the 
second semester of your sen-
ior year. That meant that 
those students would be 
gaining college credit while 
in high school! 

Miguel applied to both 
courses and was accepted 
into both! ñItôs been a bit 
hard trying to go to college 
and high school at the same 
time, especially since the 
classes start right after I get 
out from Juarez. I know this 
is the career I want to go 
into, so I have to do it.ò  

Miguel is expected to com-

This month we praise Miguel 
Valladares for all of his 
achievements throughout his 
senior year at Juarez High 
School. 

Miguel knew that he was 
interested in doing some-
thing in automotives since 
he has been in the Automo-
tive Program at Juarez for the 
past four years. Last semes-
ter, people from West Side 
Tech came to promote a 
program opening at their 
school in automotive as well 
as a logistics course. Each 
class was completely free for 
those who qualified and 

plete the program in June 
and will continue on to West 
Side Tech after he graduates 
from Juarez. 

Freeport Multi-Year: Quilts for Kids 

JILG Student of the Month: Miguel Valladares 

JILG Student of the Month: Lacee Harmon 
several colleges, but has not 
settled on one yet. Her class-
mate and friend Sabrina 
Holmes describes Lacee as a 
super-nice person who always 
looks very professional, pay-
ing close attention to her 
hair and nails. Other class-
mates note that while Lacee 
seems quiet and shy, she 
really opens up once you get 
to know her. Best of luck to 
Lacee in her future plans. 

Keep on Smiling! Lacee Harmon is a Southeast 
High School JILG student 
that can always be counted 
on to come to class with a 
smile. Her cooperative spirit 
is enhanced by her work 
ethic and desire to succeed. 
Lacee is employed at Delôs 
Popcorn Shop, Inc in down-
town Springfield. Her boss is 
the owner, Rachelle Jacobs. 

Laceeôs career goal is to be an 
accountant. She is looking at 
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On Friday, February 6th, we 
were invited by Gary Veh-
meier to a business luncheon 
at his restaurant, The Raf-
ters.  Before we went we 
learned proper business eti-
quette, including dining and 
dress.  Many local business 
people joined us.  Students 
were split up to a ratio of 

three students to one busi-
nessperson.  Before we 
started eating we exchanged 
business cards. While eating 
we talked to local business 
persons and learned about 
what they do at their jobs.  
We also talked about careers 
goals.  As a student I learned 
many new things, such as 

what all of the silverware are 
used for, where to place your 
napkin when you excuse 
yourself from the table, and 
what do to in certain dining 
incidents.  We would like to 
thank Gary  for the wonder-
ful lunch and all of the busi-
nesspeople for their time.         

there who struggled to make 
enough money to support 
his young family before he 
got a job at Aisin.  He now 
has been there over four 
years and is a certified trainer 
that gives training to all new 
employees, no matter the 
department.  He also helped 
develop a special training 
station that helps new em-
ployees find out what the 
will be doing on a daily basis.   

Many of the employees have 
at least some college experi-
ence in their backgrounds, 
but many do not.  It is also 
interesting to note that Aisin 
will promote you based on 
performance and work ethic, 

By: Aaron Drew 

Jordan Richardson 

Liz Johnson  

The Marion High School 
JILG class visited Aisin, Mfg. 
on February 19 for a busy 
day!  We received a tour of 
all the different parts of the 
building and had the oppor-
tunity to learn about differ-
ent occupations available in 
Aisin.   

It was interesting to find out 
that a lot of employees at 
Aisin did not really know 
what wanted to do with their 
life before they got there.  
Once they started, they loved 
their jobs!  I also remember 
the story of an employee 

not only more higher educa-
tion.   

The factory was a lot cleaner 
than I would have imagined, 
according to what Iôve seen 
on TV.  We also had the 
opportunity to meet Mr. 
Endo, president of Aisin, 
Mfg.  He was very gracious 
and happy that we were able 
to come.  We really enjoyed 
the visit and would like to 
once again say thank to Ai-
sin, Mfg for their generosity 
and all the time they in-
vested putting on a great 
field trip!  

Freeport Seniors Attend Rafters Business Luncheon  

Marion Students Tour Aisin Manufacturing 

Springfield JILG PALS With Middle School  
setting, and developing a 
good self-concept for school 
and home. 

The JILG students will go to 
Grant every Friday to inter-
act with their paired mentee. 
Planning for the project be-
gan back in November when 
it was decided to hold PALS 
each week so the students 
can build a positive relation-
ship with their mentor. 

The weekly activities are 
designed by the JILG stu-
dents based on activities they 

completed in class during the 
year. 

During the first visit on Feb-
ruary 6th the students inter-
acted in a few short getting 
to know you activities. The 
second visit kept the stu-
dents in groups with others 
from their school and by the 
third visit we had the men-
tors working directly with 
their mentee on activities. 
The students are working 
wonderfully together so far. 

The JILG students have be-
gun a major service learning 
project with Grant Middle 
School designed to last the 
entire second semester. 
PALS, Positive Academic 
Learning and Socialization, 
partnered each JILG stu-
dents as a mentor to a stu-
dent at Grant. During each 
PALS session the students 
interact through group and 
individualized activities de-
signed to improve teamwork, 
leadership, communication, 
positive attitude, values, goal 
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