
During the week of Febru-

ary 16-20, the Jobs For Illi-

nois Graduates class at 

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School set up a 

series of events to raise 

money for the kids at St. 

Louis Childrenôs Hospital. 

On Monday February 16, 

the first day of what we call 

J.A.W.S. week, started off 

our fundraiser. Our first 

event consisted of a dodge 

ball tournament with stu-

dents at AJCHS.  This was 

a great start for us because 

it raised a lot of money and 

we had a terrific time as 

well.  On Wednesday we 

sponsored hat day.  Stu-

dents paid a dollar for a 

ticket that allowed them to 

wear a hat at school all day.  

Tuesday through Friday, we 

set a jar in every classroom 

and had students donate 

money.  The fourth hour 

class with the highest ratio 

of dollars to student won a 

pizza party.  Ms. Stephen-

sonôs fourth hour English 

IV class raised $109.48 or 

$9.95 a person.  At the end 

of J.A.W.S. week we had 

raised a total of $1,198.27.  

With that money, a group 

of JILG officers went on a 

shopping spree for the kids 

of St. Louis Childrenôs 

Hospital.  We also had a 

little help.  Without dona-

tion from Pizza Hut for the 

pizza party, Dairy Queen 

with their cups to collect 

money in the classrooms, 

donation from Save-A-Lot 

and McDonalds, and espe-

cially the students from A-

J, we could not have 

reached such an amount.  

The JILG class of 2009 

supports the children of St. 

Louis Childrenôs Hospital 

and wishes all of them well. 
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Special points of in-

terest:  

Raising money for St. 

Louis Childrenõs Hospi-

tal.  Delivering toys and 

taking a tour of the 

hospital.  

Working on our third 

annual JILG golf 

scramble for youth in 

Union County. 

 St. Louis Childrenôs Hospi-

tal is among the top five 

pediatric hospital in the 

United States according to 

the results of a study by 

Parenting magazine-the 

only hospital to make the 

list in Missouri , Illinois.  

Newborn medicine and or-

thopedics each ranked num-

ber three in the nation; pul-

monary medicine and emer-

gency medicine ranked 

number four; and cardiac 

services ranked number six. 



ters Local #160, Illinois Laborer and 

Contractors, and Sheet Metal Workers 

Local #268.  Areaôs of emphasis, 

math courses, job safety, drug testing, 

employee productivity, and graduat-

ing from high school. 

Ten students attended he 10th annual 

Apprenticeship Day held at Shawnee 

Community College.  Students lis-

tened to and interacted with presenters 

from seven different apprenticeship 

programs.  Carpenters Local #640, 

Operating Engineers Local #318 , 

Bricklayers Local#8, Electrical Work-

ers Local #702, Plumbers and Pipefit-
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Heart Warming story from our principal Mr. Detering  

 

 On March 12th, I had the tremendous pleasure of accompanying seven JILG students and Mr. Cory Miller, our 

JILG Specialist, to St. Louis Childrenôs Hospital to deliver toys and gifts that the JILG students of Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School purchased through their fund-raising activities.  Through the efforts of the JILG students, along 

with the cooperation of the students and staff of Anna-Jonesboro High School, more than $1100 was raised in support 

for the programs at Childrenôs Hospital.  This total far surpassed any expectation that I thought possible; moreover, it 

reinforces the life lessons that are being taught to the students of our high school.  As an administrator of AJCHS, I am 

proud of the JILG students for their commitment to such a worthwhile cause and the participation of the AJCHS commu-

nity to amass this amount of money for Childrenôs Hospital.   

 I hold a special place in my heart for St. Louis Childrenôs Hospital.  When my son Austin was born with medical 

problems, he was transferred to Childrenôs Hospital and he spent 39 days in the Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).  

Austin received excellent medical care from the doctors and nurses at Childrenôs Hospital, but I was equally impressed 

with the additional services that the hospital provided for my family.  Because of our need to be with Austin, my wife 

and I spent a great deal of time away from our other two children.  When Austinôs brother and sister, Andrew and Ash-

ley, came to visit him at the hospital, we were able to spend time with them in the Sibling Room and the Ronald McDon-

ald Family Room.   We played with games and toys in both areas and were able to spend precious family time with Ash-

ley and Andrew.  The Sibling Room was made possible from donations collected from people who work at the hospital; 

the Ronald McDonald Family Room was made possible by the Ronald McDonald Charities.  Volunteers man these areas 

and spend countless hours working so that these rooms are made available to the families of patients at Childrenôs Hos-

pital. 

 I feel very blessed that the AJCHS community helped my family in our time of need and is now helping others 

to get through rough times in their lives.  I was truly humbled by the outpouring of support that we received and I am 

thankful to the JILG program for providing support for other families that are similarly situated to my family.  Thank 

you Mr. Miller and students of the JILG program for allowing me to be a part of such an wonderful experience. 

Mr. Detering talks to  students about  

 Childrenõs Hospital 

Beth Nymes conducts tour  

Students exam education room  


