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Mock Job Interviews 

 
 
 
This month the JILG Career 
Development students prepared 
for and completed their Mock Job 
Interviews.  The students had to 
write a letter of application and 
their resume for a job with the 
fictitious company Springman‟s 
Nursery & Landscaping Co.  This 
“fake” company was looking for 
applicants to fill positions as 
secretaries, receptionists, graphic 
designers, florists, landscape 
designers, van and truck drivers, 
nursery workers and laborers.   
 
Upon submitting their letters and 
resumes to Mrs. Springman, the 
students were assigned a date 
and time for their job interviews 
with members of the community, 
who volunteered their time to help 
the students.  The volunteers 
were:  Mrs. Anne Sturgeon, 
Manager, Olin Community Credit 
Union; Mrs. Sharon Sanford, 
Human Resource Director, Jersey 
Community Hospital; Mr. Tom 
Smith, Director, Jersey 
Community Hospital Wellness 
Center, Mrs. Jennifer Russell, 
Director, University of Illinois 
Extension Office; and Mr. Michael 
Springman, Project Director, 
University of Illinois Waste 
Management Research Center. 
 
 
 
 

Anne Sturgeon, Olin 
Comm. Credit Union 

Sharon Sanford interviewing 
Ashley Bowman 

Jennifer Russell, 
University of Illinois 
Extension Office 

Michael Springman interviewing 
Phil McCalla 

Tom Smith 
interviewing  
Jared Breitweiser 
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Guest Speakers 

Representative Jim Watson spoke to the students early 
this month.  Mr. Watson had returned from a tour of Iraq 
in October and he brought several slides to show the 
JILG, Government and Law students how life was like in 
Iraq.  It was Mr. Watson‟s desire to educate the students 
to understand that not all people in all countries have 
the same freedoms as they do living here in the United 
States of America. 
 
Rep. Watson also spoke to the students about 
government fiscal responsibility, the duties of the 
members of the General Assembly, and the process 
required to impeach a governor.  Mr. Watson made the 
visit an open discussion of any topics the students 
wanted to discuss.  Besides the topics of fiscal 
responsibility, accountability of government officials and 
Iraq, Mr. Watson answered questions about laws 
dealing with underage drinking, voters‟ rights and other 
laws that impact the youth. 
 
Mr. Skinner, Assistant Principal, visited the JILG class to 
teach everyone how to tie a necktie.  The students really 
enjoyed this hands-on activity.  Mr. Skinner taught the 
students a saying about a monkey climbing a tree to 
help them remember how to tie a necktie, but many of 
the students were concentrating too hard trying to tie 
their ties that they couldn‟t remember the saying.  
However, they all had loads of fun. 
 
Tiffany Nelson, from ITT Technical Institute presented a 
program entitled “Technology and You”.  The students 
learned about the various ways technology is used and 
how it affects their everyday lives.  The students were a 
bit overwhelmed to learn that 50% of the careers that 
will be in their futures haven‟t even been invented yet. 

Rep. Jim Watson 
and JILG student 
Dennis Hartman 

Above, Mr. Skinner, 
showing Jon Scott, 
Jared Breitweiser and 
Phil McCalla how to tie 
a necktie. 
 
Left, Dennis Hartman 
helping Josh Farris with 
his tie. 
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Field Trip 

 
February 12th, the JILG students treated 
themselves to ice cream.  The students took a 
field trip to the Edwardsville Cold Stone 
Creamery.  Mrs. Judy Pascina, owner, spoke 
to the students about owning a franchise.  
She used a dollar bill to demonstrate how 
much of the money she takes in goes out to 
pay fees, taxes, salaries, utilities and 
insurance.  Mrs. Pascina also spoke to the 
students about „how to be the best employee‟ 
and what she as a business owner looks for 
during the interview process and from an 
employee.  Then she showed the students 
how the Cold Stone ice cream is made fresh 
each day and the students were then able to 
make their own Cold Stone creations.  The 
students had a blast learning about 
interviews, employer expectations, 
appropriate appearance and behavior in the 
work place and about owning their own 
business. 

Judy Pascina, owner 
of the Edwardsville 
Cold Stone 
Creamery 

Brandy Puskar, 
making a 
strawberry 
concoction 

Chelsea 
McAdams working 
with some 
bubblegum 
flavored ice cream 

Sam Mueller 
creating a 
masterpiece of 
ice cream and 
chocolate 

Liz Retzer mixing and 
stirring something 
delicious 

Cynthia Blackwell working 
on her tasty treat 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Mar. 10 – Career Exploration Fair 
 
Mar. 16-31 Job Shadowing Experiences 
 
April 2 - All CDC entries due 
 
Apr. 29 – CDC in Effingham 

 

Service 
Learning 

This month the JILG students were 
involved in two projects.  The first 
project was making St. Valentine‟s Day 
cards for the disabled veterans 
currently residing or staying at the 
Veteran‟s Hospital in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
 
The second project the students were 
involved in was the “Supply the Troops” 
campaign that took place at Jersey 
Community High School during the 
month of February.  Many of the JILG 
students brought in needed supplies 
that will be sent to the troops currently 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Left:  Nichole Nevlin creating St. 
Valentine‟s Day cards. 
 
Below:  Maggie Winslow and Megan 
Mouser creating St. Valentine‟s Day 
cards for the Veterans. 

Ashley Bowman, 
Jessica Chapman, and 
Jordan Parker creating 
cards for the Veterans 

Cynthia Blackwell, Stephen Fox, Ellen Murphy and Will Christy showing 
off their tie tying abilities. 

Ellen Murphy, Isaac 
Francis and Rebecca 
Ryan working on 
their Valentine‟s 


